Bethann's Inspiring Journey:
A Beacon of Hope at YWCA Canton

At the YWCA, we witness remarkable stories of transformation that underscore the impact of our
mission. Bethann's journey is one such story that exemplifies the power of resilience, support, and
community.

You can find Bethann at the YWCA any day of the week, dedicated to helping current shelter residents
navigate the complexities of homelessness. She provides valuable guidance on accessing community
resources, whom to reach out to, and where to find assistance.

Yet, not too long ago, Bethann herself faced a challenging situation, grappling with drug addiction and
an abusive relationship that led to her eviction from her home. It was during this tumultuous period
that she found her way to the YWCA women's shelter.

For Bethann, the YWCA became a transformative turning point. The shelter's case managers were
unwavering in their support, and their refusal to accept excuses inspired her to break free from the
cycle of adversity. Bethann faced considerable challenges, including seeking employment and caring
for her son — all without the support of family or friends. She found solace in the YWCA, which she
describes as "a village to lean on." The same week she entered the shelter, her son was enrolled in the
Early Childhood Learning Center, providing Bethann with access to quality childcare that became a
game-changer in her journey.

Today, Bethann has achieved significant milestones. She has secured her own residence and reliable
transportation. Her son now attends kindergarten at a local school, and Bethann is dedicated to
building a successful career. Notably, she is employed at the YWCA as the Lead Cook for YWCA's Early
Head Start Program.

Beyond her own ambitions, Bethann aspires to start her
own nonprofit organization, a tribute to her Aunt Candy.

Bethann's story is a powerful reminder of the YWCA's
commitment to empowering women and nurturing a
brighter future. It demonstrates how support,
education, and a strong community can transform
lives and break the cycle of adversity.
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| feel good knowing if all my benefits
stop, | can still take care of us.

-Bethann
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